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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Withdrawn) An income tax refund system, comprising: 

electronic tax return data for a taxpayer, said electronic tax return data 
comprising an income tax refund amount; 

a plurality of spending vehicle providers; 

a selection by said taxpayer of at least one dedicated spending vehicle from at 
least one of said plurality of spending vehicle providers; 

an assignment of at least a portion of said income tax refund amount to said at 
least one of said plurality of spending vehicle providers based upon said selection by 
taxpayer of said at least one dedicated spending vehicle; 

an account for accepting an electronic transfer of said at least a portion of said 
income tax refund amount, said account established in accordance with said 
assignment; and 

an issued dedicated spending in an amount related to said assignment of at 
least a portion of said income tax refund amount, said spending vehicle for use at a 
participating outlet. 

2. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 1 , wherein said spending vehicle is consisting of 
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one of the following: a credit card, debit card, gift card, cash card, checking card, 
checking account, coupon, voucher, rebate certificate, discount, discount certificate, 
spending account, electronic spending account, and e-wallet account. 

3. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 1 , wherein said spending vehicle provider is 
consisting of one of the following: a government entity, product retailer, wholesaler, 
distributor, manufacturer, service provider, publisher, travel entity, entertainment 
entity, financial institution, insurance institution, brokerage institution, global 
computer network and online business, publisher, and a consortium of companies. 

4. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 1 wherein said account is a financial institution 
account for initially receiving said taxpayer refund amount. 

5. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 1 wherein said electronic tax return data is obtained 
from a tax return preparation company. 

6. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 5 wherein said tax preparation company takes a tax 
preparation service payment from said tax refund amount. 

7. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 1, wherein said electronic tax return data is 
obtained from one of the groups consisting of a federal taxing authority, state taxing 
authority, and local taxing authority. 

8. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 1 , wherein said electronic tax return data is from an 
electronic form. 

9. (Withdrawn The system of claim 1 , wherein said electronic tax return data is entered 
telephonically. 

10. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 1 , wherein said tax refund amount indicated by said 
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electronic tax return data for said taxpayer is issued by a taxing authority. 
1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method of providing some portion or all of the amount of an 
income tax refund owed from a taxing authority affiant to a taxpayer through a 
spending vehicle , comprising: 

arranging, among a tax preparer or tax preparation software provider or 
internet tax service site provider and a spending vehicle provider, to offer at least one 
spending vehicle to a taxpayer; 

obtaining clootro nte tax return data from an e l e ctronic tax propai=at i &FK>ys t om , 
said ele ctron i c tax return data comprising an anticipated income tax refund amount 
from said a taxing authority due said payable ? to - o taxpayer; 

selecting bv said taxpayer said at least one spending vehicle from a plural i ty 
of sp e nd i ng vohic l os offered by - a - p l ura l ity of third party-sp e nding v e hicl e prov i d e rs, 
ca i d coloct i on comp l otod by s a i d taxpayer , 

obtaining acc e pting from said taxpayer an assignment of at least a portion of 
said income tax refund amount due from said taxing authority, in exchange for 
issuance of said at least one to a third party s p e nding veh i o l o - pfov i dor offering ca i d 
■setes i ea spending vehicle, ca i d acoigf>m e nt - and an associated risk for non payment 
of sa i d port i on of - said inoomo - tax- F ofund accoptod by sa i d third party spending 
v e hicl e prov i d e r i n excha n g e for said soteoted at least one spending vehicle having a 
predetermined amount of spending value : 

issuing said at least one spending vehicle to said taxpayer prior to receipt of 
the assigned said at least a portion of said income tax refund: and 
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transferring the assigned o l ootronica l ly said at least a portion of said income 
tax refund amount to into an account for said ti w d- p arty spending vehicle provider » 
3nd 

provid i ng said s p e nding v e hic l e to said - taxp a yor in caid at loaot a portion of 
s aid-tax r e fund amount ass i gned to said-tlwd party spond i ng vohic le prov i der, said 
sp e nding vehiolofor usoat a part i cipating ou tl o t. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said selected spending 
vehicle is selected from the group consisting of one of the following: a credit card, 
debit card, checking card, electronic account, coupon, voucher, rebate certificate and 
store account. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Canceled) 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the value of said selected 
spending vehicle is an amount higher than said assigned at least a portion of said 
income t ax refund amount 

16. (Canceled) 

1 7. (Cunrently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said ele ctronic tax return data 
is obtained from a federal taxing authority form, 

1 8. (Cunrently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said o l octronic tax return data 
is obtained with the assistance of a tax return preparer. 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 . wherein said third party spending 

Page 5 of 12 



PAGE 5/12 * RCVD AT 1 2/30/2005 7:30:36 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 8 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 * DN1S:2738300 * CSID:6147925536 * DURATION (mm-ss):03^6 



Oec-30-05 19:27 Frora-Standley Law Group LLP 



6147925536 



T-034 P. 06/12 F-093 



App. No. 09/354,870 
Examiner Fischetti 
Art Unit 3627 

vehicle provider is selected from the group consisting of a retailer, a financial 
institution, a service provider, a wholesaler, a distributor, a manufacturer, an 
entertainment entity, and a taxing authority. 
21 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein electronic tax preparation 
software is used to obtain e l e ctron i c said tax return data and to provide the taxpayer 
with the option to select said spending vehicle from a plurality of spending v e hic le 
vehicles. 
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